Allaby & Brewbaker Insurance

Spring/Summer  Newsletter 2008  

Allaby & Brewbaker is celebrating our 75th anniversary!
We want to thank you, our clients, for your business and loyalty
over the years!  It has been a pleasure to serve you!

We are an Independent Agent:   What does that mean for you? We are not employed 
by any insurance company. We are an independent business and work for you!   

Warmer weather means kids are outdoors playing - be careful when driving and watch for kids on bikes!

Flood Insurance:   Although  we do not see flooding often in our area, it can happen!

                                If you are concerned and want to check into it, let us know.  

Coming soon:  Life & Boat insurance quote’s online -  watch our website! 

Rented Land for Travel Trailer’s,  hunting, or other vacant land:  

Please let us know if you own or rent land other than your home.  

Paying your bills on time:   Avoids late fees, prevents gaps in coverage, and keeps your rates down. 

Tax Return?  Use it to pay your insurance premiums or invest in your future,  our Annuities are great
                       saving tools & pay very competitive interest rates!

Identity Theft: You can add Identity Fraud Expense coverage to your Homeowners Policy to pay for     

                          repairing your identity. Check with us before you have a problem!   
Liability  Limits:  Your liability coverage protects you if you are involved in a lawsuit. You may want to
                               increase your coverage or add an Umbrella to protect your assets.  
Who owns the car?   Are the cars insured on your policy titled in your or your spouse’s  name? If the cars are titled in someone else’s name, you may not have coverage for the car even if it is on your policy! 
Is your vehicle paid off?   Call us so we can get the bank’s name off your policy! 
Renting a vehicle on vacation:  to buy or not to buy the rental insurance?  You do have some limited coverage under your personal auto policy, to be safe, buy the coverage from the rental company  
Have a Company Car for your personal use? 

This is a nice perk and you should appreciate your employer’s generosity!   

However, you may have a gap in coverage while you use it personally.

Getting Vehicles back out of storage….

Be sure to call us to put coverage’s back on before you move it!  Check tire pressure and change wiper blades.  Get a professional appraisal on classic cars to validate their value.

Tuners & other Modified Vehicles:    If you make major improvements to your vehicle,   there is no coverage for the  improvements unless you increase the value of the vehicle,  call us! 

Multi Policy Discounts:   You may qualify for a 10-15% discount if we insure both your home and auto.  

Back Up Your Computer:    Regularly & take the back-up off site to protect it from fire!

Do you rent?  Renters Insurance covers your personal property and liability when you rent a house or 
Apartment for $10-15 /month,  and it can save you 10-15% on your auto insurance too!  

Daycare In Your Home is Excluded?    We have inexpensive coverage for your daycare -call for a quote!
Vacations:  Don’t leave the house looking like you are gone.  Have a family member or trusted friend pick 
                     up your mail & papers.  If anyone who is watching the house, or you upon return, notice signs 

                    of a break-in,  leave  immediately  and  call  911!    DO NOT go inside.
Great Gifts ideas for Kids, or Grandkids?  We have a really nice children’s life insurance policy that has an annuity attached so you can build up a savings for them.    We also have:   Life, Disability, Long Term Care Insurances,  as well as  Annuities for your  Safe & Secure Long Term Investment needs!     

Homeowners and Safety Tips: 


* Clean Gutters & Downspouts

* Be sure the family knows how to shut off the water in case a pipe bursts, tie a flag to it  

     so it can be found in the dark &  be mindful of electrical shocks in standing water. 

* Test your sump pump to be sure it is working for spring rains! 

 * Replace Smoke Detector Batteries and check for Carbon and Radon gases.

* Keep a fire extinguisher in the kitchen and garage! 

 * Practice fire drills, especially if you have small kids. Be sure they know how to get  out, and  not to    

    hide, in case of a fire.  Use a fire extinguisher or wet towel to put out a kitchen stove fire, not water! 

* Use gates for babies & toddlers! Keep small children away from the stove & put plugs in electrical outlets 

* Keep the Grill a safe distance from your house and avoid a fire or melted siding. 

* Check washer & dryer for dried or cracked hoses and be sure your dryer vent is clear.  

* Do not use Cruise Control in the Rain. If you hit standing water, tires may spin & you could lose control.
Boating Safety:

· Be sure the kids wear a Life Vest!  It is the law….but more important, it is good common sense!  (Children less than 6 years of age must wear a Type I or Type II PFD in an open deck) 
· Anyone being towed behind a boat should wear a life vest!
· When you put the boat in for the 1st time this season, don’t forget the plug! 
· Watch out for swimmers & skiers!  DO NOT follow behind a skier!!!
· See the DNR for more safety & legal info: www.mich.gov/dnr  
Covered or Not?

 If you have any of the following items, and we do not specifically insure it now,   please check with us to see if there are limitations or exclusions that can be removed if you need: 

Boats, Snowmobiles, ATV’s or any other motorized Recreational Vehicles


Boat Lifts may need to be specifically listed if not on your premises.


Rental Boats & Recreational Vehicles while on vacation?   CALL US!


Jewelry, Art or Valuable Collections 


Hearing Aids


Guns  (may be limited to $1000 for theft)


Pool or Trampoline


Farm Animals,  Farm Equipment ,  Farm Buildings


Any Business operated from your home


Computers: PC used for business or any Laptop


Remodeling or Additions


Musical Instruments used away from the home

Call or email us if you have any of these items & we’ll advise whether you need additional coverage.
Visit our website: www.abins.com  or email us at: insurance@abins.com   If you prefer, feel free to contact us via email.   However, please keep in mind that if you are emailing a change to us, or leaving a phone message, no coverage change is in effect until you receive a response in return confirming the change.  After hours, feel free to call our main office in St Johns at 989-224-3251  or in East Lansing at 517-332-3766  for any urgent needs and we will return your call as soon as possible.   (Ed:04/2008)    [image: image1.jpg]Allaby&Brewbaker
When It's a matter of Insurance .
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