Allaby & Brewbaker Insurance

Newsletter
 
Visit our website: www.abins.com  or email us at: insurance@abins.com
If you prefer to use email, feel free to contact us via email, however, please keep in mind that if you are emailing a change to us, no coverage change is in effect until you receive a response in return confirming the change.  If it is urgent and after hours, feel free to call our main phone number 989-224-3251 and we will return your call as soon as possible.

 

Multi Policy Discounts:
Most companies offer a discount of 10-15%, if you insure both your home and auto with that same company.  
If we do not already insure both your Home and Auto, give us a call and we’ll see how this discount might benefit you!  

 

Do you rent?  Renters Insurance covers your personal property and liability when you rent a house or apartment.  The cost is often only $10 – 15 /month and may save you that much on your auto insurance with a Multi-Policy discount as noted above. 

 

Safety Tips: 
Kids: Warmer weather means kids are outdoors playing……be careful when driving and watch for kids on bikes!   Use gates for babies and toddlers!  Keep small children away from the stove and put plugs in electrical outlets!  Be sure to have fresh batteries in your Smoke Detector and Carbon Monoxide alarm.  Keep a fire extinguisher in the kitchen!  
Grilling:  Be sure to keep the Grill a safe distance from your house and avoid melting your siding or starting a fire.                                                                                                                  

               

Boating:
· Be sure the kids wear a Life Vest!  It is the law….but more important, it is good common sense!  (Children less than 6 years of age must wear a Type I or Type II PFD when riding in the open deck area of a boat). 
· Anyone being towed behind a boat should wear a life vest! 

· When you put the boat in for the 1st time this season, don’t forget the plug! 
· Watch out for swimmers & skiers!  DO NOT follow behind a skier!!! 

· See the DNR for more safety & legal info: www.mich.gov/dnr 
Washers & Dryers:  Check your hoses for dried or cracked hoses & replace if needed, 

                                    and be sure your dryer vent is clear!!! 

Vacations:      Don’t leave the house looking like you are gone.
                        Have a family member or trusted friend pick up your mail & papers.
If anyone is watching the house, or you upon return, notice signs of a break-in, leave immediately and call 911!
Smoke detectors – change the batteries Summer & Winter!   Be sure to test them regularly, and plan an exit route if you have a fire, especially if you have kids! 

 
Daycare out of your home?    Most Homeowners Policies do not cover your liability if you operate a daycare out of your home.  We can cover this gap, it is very reasonably priced, and very important to your financial security.  Plus, it is a great selling point to prospective clients that you do carry Liability Insurance for your daycare.  Please let us know so we can provide rates to you for this important overage! 
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Identity Theft – check with us before you have a problem.  Many companies offer some                           coverage for the expense of repairing your identity.  

 

Covered or Not?
If you have any of the following items, and we do not specifically insure it now, please check with us to see if there are limitations or exclusions that can be removed:           
Boats, Snowmobiles, ATV’s or any other motorized Recreational Vehicles

            Boat Lifts may need to be specifically listed if not on your premises.

            Rental Boats & Recreational Vehicles while on vacation?   CALL US!

            Jewelry, Art or Valuable Collections 

            Guns (may be limited to $1000 for theft)

            Pool or Trampoline

            Farm Animals, Farm Equipment, Farm Buildings

            Land other than your residence 

            Any Business operated from your home

            Computers:  PC used for business or any Laptop

            Remodeling or Additions

            Musical Instruments used away from the home

Call or email us if you have any of these items so we can advise you whether you should have additional coverage or not! 

 

Who owns the car?   Are the cars insured on your policy all titled in your name?

If the cars are titled in a name other than you or your spouse, be sure to let us know. 

Should you be named on your kid’s car title?  Especially important if you are insuring a car

in someone else’s name that does not reside in your household.  Call us so we can advise!

 

Renting a vehicle on vacation:  to buy or not to buy the rental insurance?
Are you covered for the car you are renting on vacation?  Yes, for up to 30 days if you currently have a car insured with the Michigan Mandatory coverages, plus Comprehensive and Collision coverages.  You and your spouse who are “named insured’s” on your policy are covered.  Your kids may or may not be covered as a driver!  Please call & ask us!  You both must be listed on the rental contract.  That is their contractual requirement and your auto insurer will follow the contract you sign.  Most rental companies will want you to guarantee the repairs with a credit card, and may charge your card for the damage and let you get reimbursed from your insurance company.  Also, consider that your deductible will apply the same as it will on your own vehicle, and if you are at fault, your rates may be affected too.  If you buy the coverage from the rental company, you may simplify the process if you should have an accident.  Many rental companies also offer coverage to pay for the “loss of use” to pay for the time it is in the shop, and loss of value if they sell it vs. repairing it, which they can also charge to you.  Most importantly, be especially careful driving a rental car.  It is an unfamiliar car, with controls in different places than you are used to, and you are likely driving roads that are unfamiliar to you.  You are on vacation.  Pay attention and take it easy!  

 

Have a Company Car for your personal use? 
This is a nice perk and you should appreciate your employer’s generosity!   

However, you may have a gap in coverage while you use it personally. If you have an accident and injure another party, you may not have coverage if you are being sued.  Please let us know if you have a vehicle provided for your use so we can properly advise if you need additional coverage.   

 
We also have:    Life, Disability, Long Term Care Insurances, as well as
                          Annuities for your Safe & Secure Long Term Investment needs!          Ed: 5/2007
