Allaby & Brewbaker Insurance
Celebrating 75 years of service to our customers!
Fall / Winter  Newsletter 2008 - 2009
Is the Stock Market Volatility Keeping You Awake at Night?

Fixed Annuities are a Safe & Secure Investment; we have several companies paying 4 – 8%   1st Year Interest, with a Guaranteed 3% Interest!  
 Your investment will never go backwards. Call us today & sleep well tonight! 

We also have Life, Disability, and Long Term Care Insurances!

Multi Policy Discounts: Most companies offer a discount of 10-15% if you insure both your home and auto with that same company.  If we do not already insure both your Home and Auto, give us a call and we’ll see how this discount might benefit you. 

Children’s Life Insurance: It’s a great gift idea for parents & grandparents & can create a savings for them too! .  Let us know if you’d like us to put together a proposal for you.  

Winter Tips: 

· Keep Gutters & Downspouts clear of Debris, Snow & Ice.  

· Be sure downspouts are connected properly. 

· Use a Roof Rake to safely pull snow off your roof.

· Insulate water pipes susceptible to freezing, check outside walls & crawl spaces. 

· Disconnect hoses & drain outside faucets. Be sure the family knows how to shut off the main water, but be mindful of electrical shocks in standing water. 

· Be sure to check your sump pump to be sure it is working. 
· Check hoses on Washers and Dryers to see if they need replacing.
·  Space Heaters :  Unplug these when not in use!!!  

· Wood Burning Units: Be sure it is installed to manufacturer’s recommendations & fire codes. Burn Seasoned Wood and have the chimney professionally cleaned.

· Keep a  Fire Extinguisher  in the kitchen, by wood stoves & in the garage.
· Replace Smoke Detector Batteries Winter & Summer.  Practice fire drills, especially if you have small kids and be sure they know how to get out, and not to hide, in case of a fire.  Use a wet towel on a kitchen stove fire, not water! 

· Be sure Christmas decorations are fire-proof. 

· Do not use your vehicle’s Cruise Control in the Snow & Rain.  If you hit ice or standing water, your tires can spin causing you to lose control! 

· Do not swerve to miss a Deer or other animal!  Slow if you can, if you swerve to miss it, you may hit a tree or a vehicle instead, likely causing greater injuries & damage. 
Storing a Vehicle  for the Winter:  

a) Place mothballs around the vehicle to deter rodents from making it their winter residence.
b) If you are wintering in FL, TX, AZ or another state, and do not have a car insured there, you still need Liability Insurance if you rent a car or borrow a car. 

c) Keep your Michigan medical coverage under your auto policy in case you are injured by an automobile as a pedestrian, passenger, or in a car you are borrowing or renting.  

d) You may be able to delete Collision, but if you have a loan or lease, the bank may not allow it. Also, if you delete collision coverage, you may not have coverage if you rent a vehicle.  Call us if you are concerned about any of these issues.
Do you leave Home for the Winter?  You may want to reduce a vehicle to Comprehensive coverage while it is in storage.  If you do, tape or tie a sign on the dash or steering wheel:        “No Insurance!  Call Allaby & Brewbaker” in case someone at home needs to drive it.              If someone is watching the house, be sure they check it weekly,  give them our name and phone # to call if any losses occur.  Feel free to stop in for a few business cards, one to leave on the counter at the house, one to give to someone watching your house and take one with you. 

Going on Vacation?  
Don’t leave the house looking like you are gone. Have a family member or trusted friend pick up your mail & papers. If anyone watching the house, or you upon return, notice signs of a break-in, leave immediately and call 911.  If you are renting a vehicle, call us so you know what is covered & what is not. 

Employers:   If you provide a company car for your employee, and you allow them to use if for personal use, you could be named in a lawsuit if the employee has an accident and injures someone.  Plus, you may be sharing your coverage limits with your employee.  You can require your employee to buy high limits of liability on their auto policy, and add “Extended Non-Owned Auto” coverage.   Be sure their insurance agent provides you with a certificate of insurance verifying their coverage.
Who owns the car?   Are the cars insured on your policy all titled in your name?

If  the cars are titled in a name other than you or your spouse, be sure to let us know. 

Daycare in your home?    Most Homeowners Policies do not cover your liability if  you operate a daycare out of your home.  We can cover this gap!

Firearms :  most companies have a limit on guns and their accessories for theft.  Check 

With us if you have over $1,000 so we can advise you if you need additional coverage. 
Recreational Vehicles:  Call us to add Boats, Snowmobiles, ATV’s or any other motorized Recreational Vehicles, they need their own coverage. Also, check with us before renting Boats, Snowmobiles, ATV’s or other Recreational Vehicles while on vacation. 
Large purchases:   Jewelry, Laptop Computers, Artwork, Musical Instruments used away from home, Hearing Aids,  Land purchased or leased for travel trailers,  hunting, or other uses,  be sure you’re covered properly.    We welcome your calls! 

Identity Theft:  Keep Social Security card #’s, Credit Cards & Statements, Bank Statements, and Checks secure. Do not give personal info out on the internet or phone unless you initiate the transaction. Only do financial Transactions on the internet or phone with known organizations.  Shred old financial info, and Credit Card Offers. You can add Identity Theft coverage to your Homeowners Policy to cover the expense of repairing your identity. Check with us before you have a problem!   

Back Up Your Computer:  daily or weekly & take the back-up off site to protect it from fire!  Whether you are a business, it is just your home computer, or you are student,  it is better than any insurance you can buy.  You can restore your lost information easily if your computer crashes, is stolen, or burns up in a fire. 
Do you rent?  Renters Insurance covers your personal property and liability.  The cost is often only $10 – 15 /month and may save you that much on your auto insurance.  

Paying your bills on time:  avoids late fees, and prevents gaps in coverage.  As of 12:01 am on the date of cancellation, coverage ceases, if you have a loss, it would not be covered. 

We are an Independent Agent:   What does that mean for you? We are not employed 

by any insurance company. We are an independent business and work for you, our customer!  We represent many companies, so we can match you with the products that best meet your needs and when you have a loss, we are an advocate for you.

Visit our website: www.abins.com  or email us at: insurance@abins.com
If you prefer, feel free to contact us via email.   However, please keep in mind that if you are emailing a change to us, or leaving a phone message, no coverage change is in effect until you receive a response in return confirming the change.  After hours, feel free to call

our main office at 989-224-3251 for any urgent needs and we will return your call as soon as possible. 
  (Ed: 10/2008)
